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1. BACKGROUND: INTRODUCTION

1. INTRODUCTION

Herndon is a Northern Virginia town with a growing sense
of its past and an optimistic view of its high tech future. It
reflects many of the challenges of a community faced with
rapid growth and change. It desires to maintain its “small
town” atmosphere while at the same time provide for the
realities of regional growth. The challenge is to respect the
heritage of this nineteenth century railroad village as it
enters one of the most dynamic periods in its history.

It is often said, “Not everything old is historic,” and that
view is frequently held in Herndon. In the larger historical
context of the region and state, Herndon is a relatively
young community. Its modest architectural legacy is
largely vernacular and dates from the turn of the century.
Because it has not been perceived as a “historic town” like
several of its Northern Virginia neighbors, it has lost many
of its older structures and only in recent years has it
undertaken the development of a community preservation
program. This Heritage Preservation Handbook is a part

of this program and a part of the process of providing a
framework for continuity in an era of rapid change.

THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION HANDBOOK

There are various ways to protect local historic buildings
besides regulating designs through architectural review.
These techniques include public education programs,
financial incentives, and technical assistance. The devel-
opment of this handbook and the accompanying guide-
lines is a part of providing technical assistance.

While this publication does not encourage rehabilitation
activities or regulate development, it does provide detailed
information to the property owner and to the Heritage
Preservation Review Board as they consider appropriate
rehabilitation projects or new construction within heritage
preservation districts. If these guidelines are followed, the

“
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design quality of future developments should be improved
and poorly designed and inappropriate projects should be
discouraged. Also current property values and public
investment in the districts should be protected with the
implementation of these guidelines.

The philosophy of these design guidelines should be to
assist property owners, not to dictate to them. Therefore,
guidelines that are flexible enough to allow a certain level
of decision-making by the property owner will be easier to
administer and more widely accepted by the public at
large. This factor is very important in new construction
guidelines since overly-specific criteria can stifle architec-
tural creativity and often result in mediocre designs.

DEVELOPING A HERITAGE PRESERVATION
PROGRAM FOR HERNDON

Identification

In 1987 the Town of Herndon began the step of identifying
its historic resources when it contracted with Frazier
Associates of Staunton, Virginia to conduct a reconnais-
sance level architectural survey of historic properties
within the town limits. This project was completed under
a grant from the Virginia Department of Historic Re-
sources. The original forms, maps, and photographs are
on file in the archives in the Virginia Department of His-
toric Resources. Copies of this information are located in
the Hemdon Community Development Department and at
the Herndon Historical Society.

1. BACKGROUND: INTRODUCTION

Findings indicate that of the two hundred forty-five prop-
erties surveyed, eighty-three percent are contributing to
the historic character of the community and seventeen
percent are noncontributing buildings. In most cases,
these noncontributing buildings are newer structures that
have been erected in older sections of the town. Their
architectural forms usually are in contrast to the existing
buildings and their visual character does not contribute to
the overall historic image of the neighborhood.

Seventy-nine percent or one hundred ninety-three of the
surveyed buildings are houses, showing the overwhelming
residential nature of Herndon’s historic resources. Seven-
teen percent are commercial structures and the remaining
four percent are split between industrial and institutional
buildings. All of the buildings were constructed between
1855 and 1940, but the majority were built from 1890 to
1920.

Designation

The second step in developing a local heritage preservation
program is to designate the identified properties as indi-
vidual landmarks or the surveyed areas as heritage pres-
ervation districts. The only property that had already been
surveyed and nominated to state and federal historic
registers is the Herndon Depot. The Town is currently
nominating much of the surveyed area as a historic dis-
trict to the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National
Register of Historic Places. These designations will allow
the possibility of federal tax credits for income-producing
properties and state grants for threatened properties.

2 HERNDON HERITAGE PRESERVATION HANDBOOK



1. BACKGROUND: INTRODUCTION

Protection

The major recommendation of the architectural survey
was to establish local heritage preservation districts under
Herndon'’s Heritage Preservation Ordinance (see Appendix)
that was enacted by the Town Council in 1986. The es-
tablishment of these local districts in January 1989 offers
some protection by instituting mandatory architectural
review of new construction and changes to existing build-
ings within the districts. In addition, the ordinance pro-
vides for a waiting period before permits are granted to
demolish a building in the districts.

These heritage preservation districts are overlay districts
and do not change the basic zoning of the designated
areas. While the zoning categories may allow certain sizes
and configurations of buildings, the administration of the
heritage preservation overlay districts may require addi-
tional restrictions to the design of the proposed rehabilita-
tion or new development to insure that it relates to the
historic character of the districts. Thus, the Heritage
Preservation Ordinance is an additional aesthetic regula-
tion that goes beyond normal zoning requirements. A
project may meet the zoning provisions but still be inap-
propriate to the historic and architectural character of the
area in which it is proposed.

Four areas of Herndon designated as local heritage preser-
vation districts are shown on the maps on pages 4 and 5.
The Downtown Heritage Preservation District consists
of downtown Herndon and many of the surrounding older
neighborhoods including contiguous sections of Elden,
School, Locust, Grace, Center, Spring, Nash, Van Buren,

Wood, Pearl, Oak, Monroe, Station, Lynn, Pine, Jefferson,
Madison, Quincy, and Jackson Streets as well as Main
Drive and Florence Place. Much of this district closely co-
incides with the town boundaries of the G. M. Hopkins
1878 Map of Herndon P.O. A second smaller area, Van
Vleck's Addition Heritage Preservation District, is com-
posed of much of this original subdivision off Dranesville
Road, dating from 1895. The two remaining districts
consist of one building each, the Reston-Herndon Medi-
cal Center Heritage Preservation District at 800 Third
Street, and Loudoun Hall Heritage Preservation District
at 744 Dranesville Road.

Special Note: While the Herltage Preservation Review
Board has been recently established, Herndon has been
involved in regulating the appearance of buildings since
1971. In that year the Town Council enacted an ordi-
nance that established an Architectural Review Board to
review and approve all new construction and major reha-
bilitation projects on any buildings other than single fam-
ily detached dwellings. This ordinance required special
enabling legislation from the Virginia General Assembly
and was modeled after a similar law enacted by the Town
of Vienna. The Architectural Review Board will continue
to review any project outside of the historic districts that
is not a single family detached dwelling. The Heritage
Preservation Review Board consists of the same members
as the Architectural Review Board, and two additional
members with a demonstrated knowledge of preservation.

M
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1. BACKGROUND: INTRODUCTION
Herndon Historic District Location Map

Reston-Herndon Medical Center
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2. HISTORY OF HERNDON'S

DEVELOPMENT

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND THE COMING OF THE
RAILROAD

The Town of Herndon is situated on the western edge of
Fairfax County, Virginia, on land that was originally pat-
ented to Robert "King" Carter, Jr., and Thomas Barnes.
The Carter patent contained the majority of the site of
Herndon in Fairfax County while the Barnes land involved
a small portion along the Loudoun County line. In 1688
King Charles II of England granted almost five and one-
third million acres, known as the Northern Neck, to Tho-
mas Culpeper, second baron Culpeper of Thoresway. A
very small portion of this immense grant became the land
on which Herndon is situated. Two thousand acres of this
land were subsequently granted by Thomas Fairfax, sixth
baron Fairfax of Cameron (son-in-law of Lord Culpeper) to
the Carter and Barnes patents in 1728.

2. BACKGROUND: HISTORY OF HERNDON'S DEVELOPMENT

In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, this part
of Fairfax County was primarily agricultural. The first
sign of a settlement was the construction in the early
nineteenth century of a mill in a hollow along a stream
near present-day Elden and Locust Streets. As farming
flourished and additional settlers arrived in the region, the
area around the mill was developed. In 1857 this settle-
ment was selected as one through which the Alexandria,
Loudoun & Hampshire Railroad would pass.

The story of the building of this railroad actually goes
back to the competition between Baltimore and Alexandria
for inland trade and commerce in the 1830s and 1840s.
After almost a hundred years as a prosperous seaport,
Alexandria realized that the extensive network of inland
tumpikes of Northern Virginia and the Chesapeake &
Ohio Canal project, which were to have opened up new
trading opportunities all the way to the Ohio River, were
threatened by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. By 1842

6 HERNDON HERITAGE PRESERVATION HANDBOOK



2. BACKGROUND: HISTORY OF HERNDON'S DEVELOPMENT

the B & O extended to Harpers Ferry, West Virginia and
Cumberland, Maryland. On March 20, 1847, at the re-
quest of a group of Alexandria merchants, the General
Assembly chartered the Alexandria and Harpers Ferry
Railroad to join the Winchester & Potomac Railroad at
Harpers Ferry. This union would have opened up and
secured the Shenandoah Valley market for Alexandria.
However, the B & O outmaneuvered the Alexandria mer-
chants by purchasing the Winchester and Potomac Rail-
road in 1848 before the Alexandria and Harpers Ferry

Railroad could be buiilt.

Alexandria continued to pursue answers to the need for a
rail link to the inland markets and on March 15, 1853, a
second company, the Alexandria, Loudoun & Hampshire
Railroad, was formed by a group of prominent local citi-
zens including Lewis McKenzie, Cassius Lee, Benjamin

Morgan, and William Gray. The line would extend past THE NAMING OF HERNDON
Winchester to Hampshire County, West Virginia. Con-
struction started in 1855; by 1859 the line had extended

twenty-seven miles to the settlement that would later be of the railroad to Herndon in 1859, more settlers arrived
known as FHerndon and a small board-and-batten frame and the village soon had several stores and a livery stable.
depot was constructed. A post office was needed and application was made for it
to Washington, D.C. On July 13, 1858, the settlement
The line eventually reached Bluemont, in Loudoun County yag named Herndon and Williarm W. Hollingsworth was
at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, but it never appointed postmaster. Various names had been sug-
reached West Virginia. After the Civil War a resurgence of gested for the community but had been rejected by the
railroad construction resulted in ambitious plans to build 7. “post Office Department, because they were already in
to th_e Ohio River,.which was {eﬂec?ed in the renaming of o0 i) Virginia or because the department insisted that
the line the Washington & Ohio Rz?ﬂroad on Ju_ly 26, post offices should not be named after local families. Leg-
;EZI(_) ﬁi%i?iﬁ::ﬁ;pgﬁnwgigrrﬂéiﬁf ' t?‘;im all end has it that a local man, whose name was not recorded
feeder line became part (;gf J.P. Morg ai 's New gia:,nt South- and who had been involved in a shipwreck, brought_ for-
ward the name Herndon to commemorate the captain of

em Railway system. the ship upon hearing of the local dilemma.

m

HERNDON HERITAGE PRESERVATION HANDBOOK 7

With the building of the depot in 1857 and the completion



2. BACKGROUND: HISTORY OF HERNDON'S DEVELOPMENT

Captain William Lewis Herndon was the skipper of the
packet Central America that sailed from New York to
Panama, a main route for the California gold rush. On
September 12, 1857, the ship sank in a storm off Cape
Hatteras with the loss of four hundred twenty-six men, in-
cluding Herndon, who went down with his ship. Most of
the women and children were rescued and Herndon was
praised for his orderly removal of passengers, his disci-

plined crew, and his personal bravery.

The news of the sinking received front page coverage in
the New York Times and Herndon became a national
hero. A monument to him was erected at the United
States Naval Academy and on March 6, 1858, the Virginia
General Assembly instructed Governor Henry A. Wise to
commission a gold medal to be presented “in the name of
the commonwealth, to the widow of the deceased, as a
simple testimonial of respect for a virtuous and brave
man, and a noble and gallant officer.” Within five
months, a Virginia town also had commemorated this
naval officer and, at the same time, had solved the prob-
lem of selecting a name.

William Lewis Herndon was born in Fredericksburg, Vir-
ginia, in 1812 and was named for his uncle, Captain Wil-
liam Lewis, who was lost at sea in 1815 with the brig
Epervier. Herndon received an appointment as a midship-
man in the U.S. Navy on November 1, 1828, two years
after the death of his parents. Over the next fourteen
years he served on a variety of ships including the Constel-
lation, the Constitution, and the Independence. In 1842
he became an assistant to his brother-in-law, Matthew
Fontaine Maury, Superintendent of the Depot of Charts

and Instruments, which they transformed into the U.S.
Naval National Observatory. From 1850 to 1852 Herndon
conducted research on the Amazon River; that voyage
resulted in a two-volume work, Exploration of the Valley of
the Amazon. Thus the town of Herndon was commermno-
rating a scholarly explorer as well as a naval hero.

LIFE IN HERNDON AFTER THE CIVIL WAR

Shortly after the founding of Herndon at the outbreak of
the Civil War, the Union Army seized the Alexandria,
Loudoun & Hampshire Railroad and secured it for their
use as far as Vienna. Most of the remaining tracks and
bridges were destroyed or damaged as General Robert E.
Lee and his Confederate forces withdrew from Northern
Virginia. Herndon was spared destruction during the war
because of its proximity to the Union forces, although
major battles were fought in nearby Manassas. Both sides
seemed to consider Herndon a useful no-man’s-land
where provisions and information could be exchanged.

After the Civil War many northern soldiers remained to
settle in the area, and residents from northern states also
moved to this part of Virginia with its moderate climate
and lower land prices. Ancel St. John, of New Jersey, was
a political leader of the new arrivals who also included
families from Pennsylvania and New York. These newcom-
ers from the north were probably responsible for the
founding in 1872 of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Herndon which was affiliated with the northern governing

body of that denomination.
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